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1 Pre-lodgement information 

provision detail 

1.1 Commonwealth Government 

SA Water has undertaken a self-assessment and forwarded to the DCCEEW as due diligence. 

The proposed works are not expected to trigger a controlled action as a result of significant 

impact(s) to MNES. 

1.2 State Government Agencies (Referral Bodies) 

Throughout the planning and design process, SA Water has proactively engaged with many 

of State Government agencies, expected to act as referral bodies during the development 

assessment process. These include:  

• Coast Protection Board (CPB) 

• Native Vegetation Council (NVC) 

• South Australian Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

• South Australian Country Fire Service (CFS) 

• Department for Environment and Water (DEW). 

1.3 State Government Agencies (Pre-lodgement Working 

Group) 

SA Water assembled a pre-lodgement working group, comprised of the following State 

Government agencies:  

• South Australian Environment Protection Authority (EPA) 

• Department for Trade and Investment, Planning and Land Use Services (via PLUS) 

• Department for Environment and Water (DEW) 

• Department for Health & Wellbeing (DHW) 

• Department of Primary Industries and Regions, South Australia (PIRSA) 

• Department for Infrastructure & Transport (DIT). 

1.4 Eyre Peninsula Local Government Area 

SA Water has maintained frequent and ongoing engagement with all local Councils across 

the Eyre Peninsula whose residents fall within SA Water’s Eyre Peninsula network. Of particular 

focus has been engagement with Councils most impacted by the Project, including the City 

of Port Lincoln and the District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula.  

Following the announcement of Billy Lights Point as the site for the Project in March 2023, 

deputations were made to the following Councils: 

• District Council of Lower Eyre Peninsula – Wednesday 15 March 2023 

• City of Port Lincoln (PLCC) – Tuesday 4 April 2023 

• District Council of Tumby Bay – Tuesday 11 April 2023 

• District Council of Kimba – Wednesday 12 April 2023 

• District Council of Elliston – Tuesday 18 April 2023 

• District Council of Wudinna – Tuesday 18 April 2023 

• District Council of Franklin Harbor – Wednesday 10 May 2023 

• District Council of Cleve – Tuesday 16 May 2023 

• District Council of Streaky Bay – Tuesday 16 May 2023 

• District Council of Ceduna – Wednesday 17 May 2023. 
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The purpose of these deputations was to advise local government following the 

announcement of the Project site and to provide the reasoning behind the decision to 

remain at Billy Lights Point. 

Generally, most Councils received the update positively, and indicated that water security 

and water quality were of primary concern to the Eyre Peninsula community. A commitment 

was made by SA Water to keep them informed as the design progressed, and to advise them 

of any upcoming engagement activities and opportunities. 

1.5 City of Port Lincoln and Lower Eyre Peninsula Council 

The proposed development is within the City of Port Lincoln and the Lower Eyre Peninsula 

Council areas and a referral is expected to be made for a response (under Section 131(6) of 

the PDI Act). 

Elected Members 

Additional engagement occurred with Elected Members from the City of Port Lincoln 

throughout 2023 and will continue as the Project progresses. To date, the following formal 

engagement activities have taken place: 

• Wednesday 15 July 2023: SARDI presented the findings of the far-field modelling to Council 

elected members 

• Monday 20 November 2023: Project update presented to elected members following ECI 

contractor being awarded. 

Executive 

In 2023, the City of Port Lincoln saw several changes in the role of their CEO, which resulted in 

a period of time with two different interim CEOs. SA Water ensured that information was 

shared with the respective interim CEOs throughout this period and as of 18 January 2024, has 

now met with the newly appointed City of Port Lincoln CEO.  

Technical working group 

A Technical Working Group (TWG) with the City of Port Lincoln was formed to address land 

use, transport and stormwater matters in the development assessment process. 

The TWG met twice during the latter half of 2023; including an initial meeting to begin 

considering Project impacts and opportunities and a second meeting on site to understand 

the footprint and interface of the Project with the surrounding landscape. Another meeting 

occurred on Wednesday 17th April 2024 to update Council staff on the current design and 

seek feedback for incorporation into this development application. 

SA Water made a commitment to meet with the TWG prior to lodgement of the development 

application, to foster transparency and ongoing opportunities through the Project. 

Key issues raised by Council through the TWG include: 

• Provision of the Western Link Road outlined in the Proper Bay Concept Plan within the P&D 

Code.  

• Potential traffic impacts along St. Andrews Drive. 

• A request for the upgrade and use of Greyhound Road as a preferred route, rather than 

St. Andrews Drive. 

• Potential noise impacts generated by the desalination plant and associated infrastructure.  

• Potential visual amenity impacts surrounding the desalination plant.  

In response to comments raised by Council, WSP Australia Pty Limited (WSP) on behalf of SA 

Water consulted with Council during the development of the Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) 

for the Project (see Appendix F of the Development Application Report), seeking location 

knowledge regarding areas of concern within road network at Port Lincoln. This information 

was used as input to guide the assessment and recommendations; which will ultimately feed 

into the final route selection.  
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1.6 Local First Nations 

SA Water have been in contact with the following groups: 

• Barngarla Aboriginal Determination Corporation (BDAC) 

• Nauo Aboriginal Corporation (NAC) 

• Port Lincoln Aboriginal Council. 

Presentations were made to the BDAC in April 2023 and to the NAC in April 2024. 

Minister Close met with BDAC in February 2024. 

1.7 Project Reference Group 

A Project Reference Group (PRG) was established in 2023 by SA Water after the 

announcement of Billy Lights Point as the preferred location for the Project site. 

The PRG is comprised of eight local community members representing various interest areas 

and provides feedback to SA Water to help inform the progression of Project. 

The group comprises representatives from the aquaculture industry, Regional Development 

Australia Eyre Peninsula, Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association, City of Port Lincoln 

and the Lower Eyre Council, including: 

• Delfina Lanzilli (CEO Lower Eyre Council)  

• Helen Lamont (Lamont Connections)  

• Dean Johnson (LGA President) 

• Peter Scott (CEO EPLGA) 

• Ryan Viney (CEO RDAEP) 

• Rob Gratton (CEO Cleanseas) 

• Ray Henderson (Yumbah Aquaculture) 

• Jonathan Clark (General Manager, EP Landscape Board)  

• David Henchliffe (Project Director SA Water). 

Meetings of the group are held either in the lead up to and/or post project milestones and 

when information is available to be shared and discussed with the group.  

1.8 Aquaculture and Marine Industry 

Some sections of the aquaculture industry have continued to express concern over potential 

impacts of the desalination plant on the marine environment; with particular concern 

regarding the location of the intake and outfall pipelines. In response to this, SA Water has 

undertaken continued engagement with this industry to seek to address concerns with 

evidence based on continued modelling and assessments.  

As part of this engagement, an aquaculture industry group nominated member was 

appointed to SA Water’s PRG, to represent the interests of the industry.  

Further to this ongoing liaison between SA Water and the aquaculture industry has taken 

place. This includes: 

• Specific marine science research commissioned by SA Water in 2022 to specifically 

address the two primary concerns raised by the mussel industry, these being salinity 

accumulation over time and the entrainment and entrapment of mussel spat (2022) 

• Subsequent presentations and discussions with the Site Selection Committee which 

included representatives from a number of sectors within the aquaculture industry 

(2022/23) 

• Marine science forums focusing specifically on the outcomes of the marine science 

research for both industry and community (May 2023) 

• Marine science roundtable with aquaculture industry representative and their scientists 

(September 2023)   

• One-on-one meetings between key aquaculture industry representatives and SA Water 

(2022 and 2023). 
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1.9 Community 

The following community engagement activities were undertaken following the 

announcement of the Project site at Billy Lights Point: 

• Mailout to all residents and businesses in Port Lincoln 

• Regular website updates via SA Water’s Water Talks.  

• eNews updates to database consisting of 118 community and businesses people.  

• Establishment of a Project Info Line (phone) and email, available to all members of the 

public.  

• Establishment of a Project Information Centre (PIC) in Port Lincoln. The key aims of the PIC 

are to:  

• Provide an on-ground presence within the community to communicate formally and 

informally in real time.  

• Provide a place for community to go, with the understanding that rural communities 

respond better to having people there, on the ground and who can respond quickly 

to their enquiries.  

• Provide a space for small group sessions and discussions in real time; allowing for 

rapid responsiveness which can be critical in the first 6 months of a project.  

The PIC was open during business hours five days per week for the first few months and 

was then reviewed and reduced down to 3 days a week. 

• Community information sessions were held in communities across the Eyre Peninsula. The 

primary purpose of these sessions was to allow the community to informally ‘drop in’ and 

learn about the final site for the desalination plant, and to understand the process to be 

followed post-site selection finalisation.  

• Several Community Marine Science Forums were held to allow the community an 

opportunity to understand the marine science and modelling. The forms facilitated 

presentations by SARDI, and were given to the following groups:  

• Regional Development Australia Board 

• Eyre Peninsula Local Government Association Board 

• City of Port Lincoln. 

Additionally, and upon request, the SA Water Engagement Team presented to several groups 

in the community in 2023, including: 

• St Josephs College (school) 

• Navigator college (school) 

• CWA SA (policy body) 

• Port Neill CWA 

• Lipson Progress Association. 

In March 2024, an economic opportunities forum was hosted by SA Water and the early 

contractor engaged for the Project (Acciona) in Port Lincoln for business owners and job 

seekers to understand the development and expected opportunities. 

A community information session was held on 8 May 2024 with Minister Champion and SA 

Water’s Chief Executive, David Ryan in attendance. 
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1.10 Marine Science Review Panel (MSRP) 

The Marine Science Review Panel was established to provide independent technical 

feedback and advice to ensure the objectives of the environmental assessment process are 

achieved through the following: 

• Advising on the adequacy of environmental investigations and assessments, in terms of 

their nature, extent and scope, and ensuring that all areas of major environmental 

concern are addressed. 

• Advice on the robustness of investigation and assessment methodology regarding the 

scientifically and technically rigorous.  

• Providing an expert review of investigation outcomes and advising whether the technical 

interpretation of outcomes can be supported by data presented.  

• Providing feedback on assessment reports and documents (including design 

considerations) that have the potential to impact on the marine environment.  

• Advising on actions to overcome any identified gaps in knowledge following the 

investigations including further investigation requirements.  

• Providing an aggregation of expertise and information to ensure timely delivery of an 

appropriate environmental impact assessment.  

• Providing a summary of the outcomes and recommendations from each meeting in the 

form of a meeting statement.  

• Where appropriate, and through the Chair, provide response to marine queries raised by 

stakeholders and community groups (including the Site Selection Committee) as required. 

Table 1 provides an overview of MSRP membership. 

Table 1 Membership of MSRP 

Role/Advice Area Panel Member Organisation 

Chair Dr Don Plowman  

Ecology Professor Sean Connell School of Biological Sciences, 

Faculty of Sciences, University 

of Adelaide 

Ecotoxicology Dr Anu Kumar CSIRO 

Environmental Engineer Dr Ian Wallis Consulting Environment 

Engineers 

Marine Ecology and Fisheries Professor Alistair Hobday CSIRO 

Oceanographer Dr John Luick Austides Consulting 

SA Water Representative – 

Senior Environmental Impact 

Assessment Officer 

Dr Hazel Vandeleur SA Water 
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Meetings of the MSRP were held on the following dates: 

• 27 June 2022 

• 10 June 2022 

• 9 December 2022 

• 15 May 2023 

• 7 July 2023 

• 15 September 2023 

• 23 November 2023 

• 2 February 2024 

• 10 May 2024 

• 2 May 2024.  

1.11 Industry and suppliers 

SA Water held several industry and business sessions, aimed at informing local business, supply 

chain, and job seekers of how to get involved in the project.  

• Supply-chain event, Tuesday 19 December 2023: Held at the Project Information Centre, 

three sessions informed local supply-chain businesses on how to get involved with the 

Project, with a special presentation from ECI partner ACCIONA.  

• Economic Opportunities Forum, Tuesday 5 March 2024: Attended by more than 70 local 

businesses and job seekers, attendees were updated on the project by SA Water and ECI 

partner ACCIONA, with special presentations from the Office of the Industry Advocate 

and the Regional Development Australia Eyre Peninsula, The presentation was followed by 

an expo-style event, where businesses and job seekers registered their and networked. 

Employment service providers were also present at the event, and were accepting 

registrations from job seekers or those looking to upskill.  

• Port Lincoln Chamber of Commerce and Tourism, Wednesday 28 February: SA Water 

provided an update of the project to the Chamber Committee and other interested 

businesses at its monthly meeting. SA Water has been invited to present to the group again 

in 6 months.  

• Regional Development Board Australia Eyre Peninsula, Monday 15 April 2024: Partnering 

with RDAEP to present a session to local businesses on the Industry Capability Network, 

how to connect industry to projects, and how to express interest in projects such as the 

Eyre Peninsula Desalination Plant Project.  
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 Preliminary design 



EPDP Development Application Drawings
Status as at 31.05.24 - 47 drawings

EPDP-600-SMC-GEN-DRG-0001 Desalination Plant - Cover Sheet / Location Plan

EPDP-600-SMC-GEN-DRG-0004  Desalination Plant - Overall Site Plan / Site Location

EPDP-600-SMC-GEN-DRG-0005 Desalination Plant - Notes

EPDP-600-SMC-GEN-DRG-0011  Desalination Plant - General Arrangement Plan  - Plant

EPDP-600-SMC-GEN-DRG-0012  Desalination Plant - General Arrangement Plan - Access Road 

EPDP-600- SMC-SCF-DRG-0001 Desalination Plant - Security & Fencing - Plant and Acced Road

EPDP-600-SMC-GEN-DRG-0013 Desalination Plant - General Arrangement Typical Sections

EPDP-600-ACA-ARC-SKT-0001 RO building - Facades

EPDP-600-SMC-CIV-DRG-0005 Desalination Plant - Bulk Earthworks Plan - Plant

EPDP-600-SMC-CIV-DRG-0006 Desalination Plant - Bulk Earthworks Plan - Access Road

EPDP-600-SMC-CIV-DRG-0007 Desalination Plant - Bulk Earthworks Plan - Typical Sections 

EPDP-600-SMC-CIV-DRG-0008 Desalination Plant - Bulk Earthworks Plan - Typical Sections 

EPDP-600-SMC-CIV-DRG-0031 Desalination Plant - Final Surface Contours - Plant

EPDP-600-SMC-CIV-DRG-0032 Desalination Plant - Final Surface Contours - Access Road

EPDP-600-SMC-CIV-DRG-0051 Desalination Plant - Process Lagoon - Plant

EPDP-600-SMC-SWD-DRG-0001 Desalination Plant - Stormwater Drainage - Plant

EPDP-600-SMC-SWD-DRG-0002 Desalination Plant - Stormwater Drainage - Access Road

EPDP-600-SMC-SWD-DRG-0011 Desalination Plant - Stormwater Basin - Plant

EPDP-600-SMC-STR-DRG-1051  Control Room - Structural General Arrangement

EPDP-600-SMC-STR-DRG-1451  Control Room - Structural Elevations

EPDP-600-SMC-STR-DRG-3102 Concrete Structures - Structural - Gross Solids Trap - Sections

EPDP-600-SMC-STR-DRG-3112 RO Building - Structural - Brine Sump Concrete Plan

EPDP-602-AGA-MEC-DRG-0001  Process Plant - Limestone  Contactors Elevations and General Arrangement Plan View  

EPDP-602-AGA-MEC-DRG-0002 Process Plant - Mechanical - Limestone Contactors - Elevation and Iso View 

EPDP-602-AGA-MEC-DRG-0003 Process Plant - Recuperation tTank Plan, Section and Iso View 

EPDP-602-AGA-MEC-DRG-0004 Process Plant - Calcite Storage Tank Plan, Section and Iso View 

EPDP-602-AGA-MEC-DRG-0005 Process Plant - CO2, RO Flushing and Neutralisation Plan, Section and Iso View 

EPDP-603-AGA-MEC-DRG-0002 Process Plant - UF Backwash Plan, Section and Iso View 

EPDP-700-SMC-STR-DRG-0101 Treated Water Tank Design – Structural - Tank Base Layout 

EPDP-700-SMC-STR-DRG-0401 Treated Water Tank Design – Structural - Profile Sections Sheet 1

EPDP-200-AED-CIV-DRG-1001  Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Marine infrastructure – Layout plan 

EPDP-300-AED-CIV-DRG-1001  Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Wet Well - General Arrangement Plan

EPDP-300-AED-CIV-DRG-1003  Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Structural - Wet well - Section and Elevation

EPDP-200-AED-CIV-DRG-3001 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Intake Pipeline - Typical Section and Details

EPDP-200-AED-CIV-DRG-2001  Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Marine Intake Pipeline System – Plan & Long Section – Sheet 1

EPDP-200-AED-CIV-DRG-2002 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure -Civil - Marine Intake Pipeline System – Plan & Long Section – Sheet 2 

EPDP-500-AED-CIV-DRG-1001  Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Marine Outfall Pipeline System – Plan & Long section – Sheet 1 

EPDP-500-AED-CIV-DRG-1002  Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Marine Outfall Pipeline System – Plan & Long Section – Sheet 2

EPDP-500-AED-CIV-DRG-2001 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Outfall Diffuser - General Arrangement

EPDP-200-AED-CIV-DRG-3002 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Intake Pipeline - Typical Section and Details

EPDP-200-AED-CIV-DRG-3003 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Intake Pipeline - Typical Section and Details

EPDP-500-AED-CIV-DRG-1003 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Outfall Pipeline - Typical Section and Details

EPDP-500-AED-CIV-DRG-1004 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Civil - Outfall Pipeline - Typical Section and Details

EPDP-200-AED-CIV-DRG-4003 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Structural - Intake Towers - Elevations

EPDP-300-SMC-MEC-DRG-0001 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Mechanical - Intake Pump Station - Plan

EPDP-300-SMC-MEC-DRG-0002 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure -Mechanical - Intake Pump Station - Section

EPDP-300-AED-CIV-DRG-2001 Marine Intake Pipelines and Intake Structure - Structural - Brine Sump - Concrete Plan, Sections and Elevations
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(**) Approximate value. Refer to the drawings:
- Intake Pipeline - Plan & Longitudinal Section
- Outfall Pipeline - Plan & Longitudinal Section
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Notes:
(**) Approximate value. Refer to the drawings:
- Intake Pipeline - Plan & Longitudinal Section
- Outfall Pipeline - Plan & Longitudinal Section
(*) See: Stretch 3
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BACKFILL SOIL / SOIL CLASS: SC-I MATERIAL
ACORDING TO ASTM D-2487 CLASSIFICATION, THE
MAXIMUM SIZE OF THE AGGREGATE IN THE
VICINITY OF THE PIPES WILL BE 13 mm

GRAVEL BED, PARTICLE SIZE: 20 to 40 mm
THICKNESS = 0.15 m

PK C1
m AHD

0+532.75 -15.58

0+552.80 -14.70
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Notes:
(**) Approximate value. Refer to the drawings:
- Intake Pipeline - Plan & Longitudinal Section
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Notes:
(**) Approximate value. Refer to the drawings:
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BACKFILL SOIL / SOIL CLASS: SC-I MATERIAL
ACORDING TO ASTM D-2487 CLASSIFICATION, THE
MAXIMUM SIZE OF THE AGGREGATE IN THE
VICINITY OF THE PIPES WILL BE 13 mm

GRAVEL BED, PARTICLE SIZE: 20 to 40 mm
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PK h1
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d2
(mm)

0+489.75 9110 (**) 4000 2000

0+509.17 8000
(**) 8900 6000

Notes:
(**) Approximate value. Refer to the drawings:
- Intake Pipeline - Plan & Longitudinal Section
- Outfall Pipeline - Plan & Longitudinal Section
(*) See: Stretch 3
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MAXIMUM SIZE OF THE AGGREGATE IN THE
VICINITY OF THE PIPES WILL BE 13 mm

GRAVEL BED, PARTICLE SIZE: 20 to 40 mm
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