
 

 

Demolition Control 

In the planning system the topic of ‘demolition control’ is often talked about in relation to heritage 
buildings. 

Demolition control refers to the criteria that ensures any proposed demolition of a heritage building 
is appropriately assessed with the right authorities involved. 

The new planning system aims to strengthen and transition current demolition controls while 
bringing consistency and fairness to the way these matters are addressed across the state. 

 

The demolition controls in the Planning and Design Code reflect the hierarchy of heritage 
protection in South Australia; in particular, demolition controls are stronger for State Heritage 
Places and Areas and Local Heritage Places.  

• The Minister responsible for State Heritage has the power to direct decisions on applications 
seeking demolition of State Heritage Places or within State Heritage Areas.  

• Demolition of State and Local Heritage Places, or within State Heritage Areas, will be 
assessed against:  
 building’s existing heritage values  
 structural condition of the building and risk to safety.  

• Demolition within Historic Areas will be assessed against the building’s historic characteristics 
and whether the proposal is reasonable. 
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