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Darlington Upgrade Project
The Darlington Upgrade Project is the next step in the North-South 
Corridor project and involves the upgrade of the 2.3 kilometre section of 
Main South Road between the Southern Expressway and Ayliffes Road.

The $620 million project ($496 million federally 
funded and $124 million state funded) will:

 > Provide non-stop access between the Southern 
Expressway and Ayliffes Road/Shepherds Hill  
Road intersection.

 > Maintain local access to the area.

 > Improve traffic efficiency and safety.

 > Encourage and improve walking, cycling and  
public transport opportunities.

 > Enhance local access for the community.

 > Provide opportunities for urban, landscape and 
environmental improvements.

 > Compliment the culture and unique character  
of the Darlington precinct.

At the time of the project announcement in May 2014, 
a concept design was released for public comment. 
The key features of this design were:

 > A new lowered road on the western side of South 
Road that will allow non-stop flow of traffic from 
the Southern Expressway to the Ayliffes Road 
intersection with South Road.

 > A parallel surface road (an upgraded South Road) 
along the current South Road alignment to ensure 
all existing arterial and local road connections 
remain in place and operate as they do now.

 > The extension of Flinders Drive from South Road to 
Sturt Road to enable more efficient public transport 
access to Flinders Medical Centre, Flinders Private 
Hospital and Flinders University.

This concept can be found on the project website at: 
www.infrastructure.sa.gov.au/south_road_upgrade/
northsouthcorridor/darlington_upgrade_project.

The feedback we received on the current concept 
design, together with further engagement with 
stakeholders and the local community, and additional 
traffic, environmental and social investigations 
resulted in the development of an alternative concept 
scheme – as shown overleaf.

The key features of the alternative concept scheme 
include:

 > A non-stop motorway between the Southern 
Expressway and the Ayliffes Road/Shepherds Hill 
Road intersection.

 > A lowered motorway that passes underneath  
Flinders Drive and Sturt Road.

 > Main South Road (at grade) service roads along  
both sides of the motorway to provide connections  
to Flinders Drive, Sturt Road and most local roads.

 > Full free flow interchange at the Southern Expressway/
Main South Road junction with dedicated ramps 
providing direct access to and from the new 
motorway and Main South Road.

 > Enhanced overall traffic performance due to the 
addition of access to the non-stop motorway for 
north-bound traffic on Main South Road.

 > Improved safety for pedestrians and cyclists due to 
Main South Road (at grade) being positioned on the 
outside of the motorway, resulting in smaller, staged 
intersections and crossing points.

 > No changes to Main South Road/Ayliffes Road 
Intersection.

The design has taken into consideration the future 
transport needs of Adelaide and allows for connection 
to the next stage of the North-South Corridor when it is 
upgraded in the future.

Minor intersection upgrade works will also be 
undertaken at the Marion Road/Sturt Road 
intersection to cater for the redistribution of traffic 
during the construction period. 
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What’s next?
Community feedback 
is being sought on the 
alternative concept 
scheme and project. 
Your feedback is really important 
to us and will be used to 
determine the scheme we take 
forward into detailed design and 
construction. The period for 
feedback closes on 30 April 2015.

A Project Assessment Report 
(PAR) will be released in mid 
2015. The purpose of this 
Report is to outline specific 

details of the project, summarise 
investigations, planning and 
design development work to 
date and present the effects and 
opportunities of the project.

A Project Assessment 
Supplement Report will also be 
developed and will respond to 
queries and comments raised.

Major construction is expected 
to commence in late 2015 
with the project scheduled for 
completion in late 2018.

Early works such as utility services 
relocations and intersection 
upgrades are likely to commence 

in mid 2015, along with the noise 
modelling process to determine 
the noise mitigation treatments 
required for the project. 

Further information will be 
provided in the near future 
regarding:

 > Noise modelling process and 
mitigation requirements.

 > Property acquisition and 
demolition.

 > Early construction works.

 > Access changes.

 > Construction.

Artist’s Impression of Flinders Drive intersection
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FULL FREE FLOW INTERCHANGE AT SOUTHERN 
EXPRESSWAY / MAIN SOUTH ROAD JUNCTION 
WITH DEDICATED RAMPS PROVIDING DIRECT 
ACCESS TO AND FROM THE NEW MOTORWAY 
AND MAIN SOUTH ROAD. 

MAIN SOUTH ROAD (SERVICE ROAD) ON 
THE OUTSIDE OF THE MOTORWAY IS 
SAFER FOR PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLIST 
WITH LESS TRAFFIC INTERACTION. 
CROSSING POINTS ARE STAGED ACROSS 
SMALLER SETS OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
RATHER THAN ONE LARGER SIGNALISED 
INTERSECTION.

ENHANCED OVERALL TRAFFIC 
PERFORMANCE DUE TO ADDITION OF 
ACCESS TO NON-STOP MOTORWAY 
FOR NORTH BOUND TRAFFIC ON 
MAIN SOUTH ROAD.

LEFT TURN ONTO SHEPHERDS HILL ROAD 
HEADING NORTH COMPENSATES FOR 
RIGHT TURN RESTRICTION AT STURT 
ROAD/SOUTH ROAD INTERSECTION.  

NO CHANGE TO AYLIFFES ROAD / 
SHEPHERDS HILL ROAD 
INTERSECTION. MOTORWAY 
MATCHES INTO EXISTING 
INTERSECTION.

NEW JUNCTION 
PROVIDING ACCESS 
IN AND OUT OF  
RESIDENTIAL AREA. 
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Artist’s Impression of Southern Expressway/Main South Road junction

Contact us
For more information or to provide  
your thoughts you can:

 > call: 1300 759 334 

 > email: dpti.darlington@sa.gov.au

 > visit: infrastructure.sa.gov.au/darlington

 > visit the project office at Level 2, Sir Mark  
Oliphant Building, 5 Laffer Drive, Bedford Park.

For more information on major projects 
around Adelaide

 > visit: infrastructure.sa.gov.au

Follow the project’s progress on the Department 
of Planning, Transport and Infrastructure’s 
Facebook and Twitter accounts:

 > twitter.com/DPTI_SA

 > facebook.com/DPTISA 

HOW TO USE A QR CODE
1. Download a FREE QR Code Reader App
2. Scan the QR Code
3. Link to online instantly



Have your say
Community engagement is a critical part of the Darlington Upgrade Project and ensures that the views of the local 
community and key stakeholders are considered and incorporated wherever possible throughout the design and 
construction phase of the project. We are committed to keeping you informed about the project’s progress.

We would love to hear your thoughts on the alternative concept scheme.

Please fill out the form below or see details on the back of the brochure for other ways to contact us.

Which of the following best describes you?

 Property owner  Tenant  Local business

 Government agency  Community group  Other (Please specify) 

What areas of the project are of most interest/concern to you?

 Local Access

 Property acquisition

 Construction impacts

 Impact on business/commercial operations

   Ease of access between locations on either  
side of South Road

  Impacts on sensitive environmental, cultural or 
heritage areas i.e. wetlands, Aboriginal sites

 Cyclist and pedestrian access arrangements

 Local drainage, water capture and reuse

 Changes to land use

 Safety for road users

 Other (Please specify) 

Please list any comments about these areas below.



Please list any other comments or suggestions that you have about the project and alternative design below.

Suburb of residence/work:      Postcode:

Would you like to be added to the project mailing list?  yes  no

Title: Mr / Miss / Ms / Mrs / Dr / other       

First name:

Last name:

I would prefer to receive information by:   post  email

Postal address:     Postcode:

Email address: 

Your details will be treated confidentially and will not be used for any purpose other than to provide project information.

Please post your completed form in a plain sealed envelope (no stamp required) to:  
Darlington Upgrade Project: Reply Paid 83920, Adelaide SA 5001.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this form.

Artist’s Impression of lowered motorway, Sturt Road/Main South Road intersection




