
 
 

Mr Russell Peate  
Chief Executive Officer 
Copper Coast Council 
PO Box 369 
KADINA SA 5554 
 
Mrs Maree Wauchope 
Chief Executive Officer 
Barunga West Council 
PO Box 3 
PORT BROUGHTON SA 5522 
 

Notification of stage 1 potential boundary proposal 
 
Dear Mr Peate and Ms Wauchope 

I write to inform you that the Boundaries Commission (the Commission) has been notified by 
Mr Dale Morphett of a potential publicly initiated boundary change proposal (the potential 
proposal). This potential proposal seeks to change the boundary between the Copper Coast 
Council and the Barunga West Council in the area of Tickera.  

The process by which the Commission deals with boundary proposals under the Local 
Government Act 1999 (the Act) is set out in the nine Guidelines that the Commission has 
published that detail the aspects of the boundary change process.  

At its meeting on 12 February 2020, the Commission considered the potential proposal, 
including all correspondence received in relation to the potential proposal.  

At the meeting, the Commission determined that further information was required from Mr 
Morphett demonstrating the proposal’s alignment with the section 26 principles in the Act 
before the Commission could advise whether or not a general proposal could be referred. 
 
On 18 June 2020, Mildwaters Lawyers provided additional information to the Commission on 
Mr Morphett’s behalf.  
 
Subsequently, the Commission discussed Mr Morphett’s potential proposal, along with the 
additional information at its 21 July 2020 meeting.  
 
Under Stage 1 of Guideline 6, the Commission has advised Mr Morphett that he may refer a 
general proposal to the Commission. You should note that advice from the Commission that 
a general proposal can be referred does not guarantee that the proposal will be formally 
accepted. 

Included in Mr Morphett’s potential proposal were letters from both the Copper Coast Council 
and the Barunga West Council to confirm the eligibility of the 10% of electors that have put 
this proposal forward – I have attached these letters for your convenience.   
 
However, neither of these letters have satisfied the requirements outlined under Guideline 6 
which requires verification of each eligible elector making the proposal by the Chief Executive 
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Officer (CEO) of the relevant council, along with verification that the proposal is being made 
by at least 10% of eligible electors in either the affected area in the Copper Coast Council or 
10% of eligible electors in the entire Barunga West Council.   
 
The Commission has therefore informed Mr Morphett that before the Commission will consider 
a general proposal, the Commission requires written certification from either; 
 

1. The CEO of the Copper Coast Council verifying the eligibility of each elector and that 
the proposal is being made by at least 10% of eligible electors in the affected area in 
the Copper Coast Council, or,  

2. The CEO of the Barunga West Council verifying the eligibility of each elector and that 
the proposal is being made by at least 10% of eligible electors in the entire Barunga 
West Council.  
 

If a proposal is referred to the Commission, it is the Commission’s responsibility to determine 
whether the proposal should be investigated. If the Commission determines that a proposal 
should be investigated, all affected councils will be notified of this decision. 

Guideline 9 also outlines the engagement and consultation that the Commission will undertake 
when investigating proposals. The Commission must undertake thorough community 
engagement on proposals before making recommendations to the Minister. This would include 
close engagement with councils that may be affected by the proposal. 

When discussing proposals, the Commission gives close consideration to the principles 
contained under section 26 of the Act. These principles are of fundamental importance to 
boundary change proposals and ultimately form the basis of any recommendation that the 
Commission may make to the Minister.  

The information about the potential proposal from Mr Morphett along with the Commission’s 
nine guidelines are available at— 

www.dpti.sa.gov.au/local_govt/boundary_changes  

I trust that this information is of assistance to you. If you have further questions, please contact 
Mr Thomas Rossini in the Office of Local Government on 7109 7443, or 
boundaries.commission@sa.gov.au. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Bruce Green 
Chair, SA Local Government Boundaries Commission  
 

17 August 2020 

Attachments 

1. Letter from Copper Coast Council CEO - 20 November 2019 
2. Letter from Barunga West Council CEO – 11 December 2019 
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